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Matsudo: an Art City

It may go without saying, but art and galleries go hand in hand. These
exhibition spaces are where our feelings shift, our perspectives expand, and
our view of the world can be gently nudged in a new direction. In this
edition of the Matsudo Paper, we introduce a local art hub that draws
artists from around the world to come, stay, and engage with the city. We
also visit a distinctive gallery that celebrates the powerful energy of art,
and take a look at how even an ordinary space can be transformed into an
art gallery. One thing is certain: the Tocal art scene is alive and thriving.
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Wander in as if you are a little lost

The Chomolungma Chopsticks Gallery has an undeniably strong personality. It quietly appeared =
in August 2025 and can be found on a corner of the Tokiwadaira Bowling Center, right in front
of Tokiwadaira Station on the Keisei Matsudo Line. As you pass the roundabout outside the
station and wander along the short shopping strip, a sense of intrigue begins to build. Take
it as a sign that it’s worth stepping inside. If you feel a little hesitant, it’s perfectly
fine to pretend you’re just a bit lost or Tooking around. Once inside, don’t miss the chance
to enjoy a pleasant chat about art, galleries, everyday life, or perhaps even a little gossip.
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Welcome to Paradise

PARADISE AIR is an artist-in-residence program that first launched in Matsudo in 2013. It welcomes both Japanese and interna-
tional artists, offering them a place to stay, create, and share their work. Just a two-minute walk from Matsudo Station, the pro-
gram occupies the fourth to seventh floors of a building that also houses a pachinko parlor on the ground floor.

As of March 2026, PARADISE AIR has hosted 839 artists during 562 residencies. Each has spent time living and working in Mat-
sudo, presenting their work and leaving a small mark on the local community. In a way, it feels like a fitting continuation of |
Matsudo’s past: once a lively post town, it now welcomes travelling artists from across Japan and around the world.

While you can follow PARADISE AIR’s activities online and through their events, the program also offers studio visits. Reserva-
tions are required, but they come highly recommended.
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An underground parking lot, reimag-
ined as a Gallery

At the west exit of Matsudo Station, you'll find an
underground parking lot. It’s not a gallery in the
traditional sense, but one day every October it
transforms into the venue for the Matsudo Classic
Car Festival. Held alongside the Matsudo Festival,
the event brings classic cars from across the coun-
try to Matsudo, where they're carefully displayed
for enthusiasts and curious visitors alike. Shel-
tered from the elements, the underground space
becomes something of a haven for these beauti-
fully preserved machines; a car gallery, if you will.
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