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RIKODAI DANCHI

Rikodai Danchi is a compact collection of apartment
blocks that was completed in 1975. It is home to a total
of 964 individual apartments. What is most eye-catching
is its mortar-shaped park made from piled up
cobblestones. While less colourful than modern-era park
spaces, it exhibits a certain uniqueness.

TAKATSUKA DANCHI

Takatsuka Danchi is a small housing development comprising of 604 individual
apartments. Completed in 1970, what sets it apart is the zig-zag configuration of its
apartment blocks, not to mention the waffle-like ceiling design of its support

columns. One cannot help but take pleasure in these 50+ year-old design features.
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Japan’s ‘Danchi’ apartment clusters were built during the period of rapid economic growth after
World War Il; as the Japanese population soared, so too did the demand for housing. Matsudo
was no exception, with many Danchi popping up across the city during the 1960s and 70s.
Comprising not only of iconic apartment blocks, Danchi neighborhoods were developed to
include park spaces, community centers and shopping strips, with schools, post offices and
police stations also built nearby. Danchi design is also known for the ample space left between
apartment buildings; the developments are airy and rich in greenery and sunlight, making them
comfortable areas to call home.

This issue of the Matsudo Paper is dedicated to our city’s Danchi — join us as we take a closer look.
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Please note: Figures provided are for the total number of apartments built at each location, combining both rental and owner-occupied apartments.
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TOKIWADAIRA DANCHI

Built in 1960 and boasting an impressive 4839 individual apartments, Tokiwadaira Danchi is
mammoth in scale. The name ‘Tokiwadaira’ was chosen by public vote and later also became the
name of the town proper. Of its many apartment blocks, the roughly 10 star-shaped buildings are
particularly well liked for their unusual shape. Nowadays the area is flush with trees, making it feel
as though the Danchi is part of a forest.

KOGANEHARA DANCHI

Completed in May of 1969, Koganehara Danchi is a mix of both rental and owner-occupied apartments.
The development comprises of 3384 individual apartments and is the second largest after Tokiwadaira.
Notably, visitors can see cube-shaped apartment blocks here. The area was once a mountain forest, the
remnants of which are present in the undulating terrain as you walk around the neighborhood.
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B D R M MAKINOHARA DANCHI

Same as Nogikuno Danchi, Makinohara Danchi was also completed in
1975. It comprises of a total of 2110 apartments across a mix of
low-rise and high-rise apartment blocks of either five, eight or 11
stories. At the center of this development is a wide sidewalk and a
park. The sense of openness is further accentuated by the ample space
left between each apartment block; one can breathe freely here.
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NOGIKUNO DANCHI

Nogikuno Danchi was completed in 1975 and comprises of 746 apartments. It is a
high-rise development built around a park space, with the tallest apartment block
(Block 2) boasting 14 floors. Directly alongside it is the Nanbu Ichiba, a lively market
selling fresh seafood, meat, produce and other groceries.
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